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increase seniors’ participation in clin-
ical trials to ensure that researchers
can determine the best therapies for
older as well as younger patients; and
— developing a registry of all ongoing
clinical trials receiving Medicare re-
imbursement, using the information
contained in current NIH and FDA
clinical trial registries. This new reg-
istry would provide a comprehensive
picture of ongoing trials, participation
rates, and ways patients can access the
trials and facilitate the HCFA’s ongo-
ing review and oversight activities to
ensure that only covered services are

billed and reimbursed.
William J. Clinton

Remarks Following a Memorial
Service for Keizo Obuchi in Tokyo
June 8, 2000

I would like to begin by thanking Ambas-
sador and Mrs. Foley for welcoming me back
to the American Embassy and the Ambas-
sador’s residence, along with our American
party

I came here today to pay my respects to
a friend. And on behalf of the American peo-
ple, I want to extend our deepest condo-
lences to the Prime Minister’s family, espe-
cially to his wife and his three children, as
well as to the people of Japan.

Two years ago Prime Minister Obuchi took
office in a difficult time for Japan and the
world. There were many who wondered if
any person could meet the tremendous chal-
lenges brought on by the global economic
crisis we faced. I think history will record
that Keizo Obuchi rose to the challenge with
courage and confidence.

Thirty-seven years ago he was the youngest
person ever elected to the Japanese Par-
liament. Over time, it’s clear that he learned
a profoundly important lesson, how to reach
out to all sides and bring people together.
As Prime Minister, he became known for
imitating the art and skill of an orchestra con-
ductor, in finding harmony among people of
different views.

From his first days in office, he took swift
steps to put Japan on firmer economic
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ground, and he gave strong support to the
cause of peace, from East Timor to Kosovo.
He worked to strengthen our alliance and
to place it on a solid foundation for the 21st
century. He believed in a U.S.-Japanese part-
nership built upon mutual respect and shared
values of democracy and human rights, eco-
nomic freedom and security, and that this
partnership must remain the cornerstone of
stability in East Asia.

Prime Minister Obuchi touched hearts
around the world in simple, human ways. His
telephone calls are legendary. I remember
his human touch when he came to America
last spring, when he threw out an unhittable
pitch to the Chicago slugger, Sammy Sosa;
when he told us the honor he felt in meeting
Robert Kennedy as a young man; and how
much he appreciated the dinner we hosted
in his honor when he shared a table with
Mrs. Robert Kennedy.

Early in his career, Prime Minister Obuchi
competed for votes in the same district as
two former Prime Ministers. He used to de-
scribe himself as a “noodle shop sandwiched
between two skyscrapers.” As usual, he was
being modest. Prime Minister Obuchi rep-
resented to the whole world the Japanese vir-
tues of honor and loyalty, vision and deter-
mination, love for and commitment to ordi-
nary people. Our world is a better place
thanks to the life that he lived and the work
that he did.

On his last day in Washington, Prime Min-
ister Obuchi gave me a beautiful painting of
Mount Fuji. I will cherish it always. And
whenever I look at it, it will always remind
me of him. I hope very much that, in his
memory, Japan and the United States can
work together as partners and friends to lift
humanity to a new mountaintop in the 21st
century.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 4:05
p-m. at the U.S. Ambassador’s residence. In his
remarks, he referred to Ambassador Thomas S.
Foley, and his wife, Heather; Prime Minister
Obuchi’s widow, Chizuko, his son, Go, and his
daughters, Yuko and Akiko; and Ethel Kennedy,
widow of Senator Robert F. Kennedy. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.
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Statement on the Entertainment and
Media Industry’s Parental Media
Guide Website

June 8, 2000

I applaud the media and the entertain-
ment industry for announcing that they have
answered our call to action to develop a one-
stop website for parents to learn more about
how to monitor and understand their chil-
dren’s interaction with the media. This
website is a positive step, but not the only
one we need to take, to give parents the tools
they urgently need to help them choose what
media is appropriate for their children. The
First Lady challenged the industry to develop
this website, as part of the White House Con-
ference on Teenagers, to give parents more
and better information about how to use the
current media rating systems and parent ad-
visory guidelines voluntarily put in place by
the movie, television, music, and computer/
video game industries. Hillary and I will con-
tinue to call on the industry to take the next
step of voluntarily creating a uniform rating
system that would apply to movies, television,
music, and video games.

The parental media guide can be found
at www.parentalguide.org. This website was
jointly developed and produced by the
Motion Picture Association of America, the
National Cable Television Association, the
National Association of Broadcasters, the
Recording Industry Association of America,
and the Interactive Digital Software Associa-
tion.

Statement on the Senate Vote
on the Patients’ Bill of Rights

June 8, 2000

I am disappointed that today’s vote in the
Senate means that the American people will
continue to wait for the long overdue patient
protections that they deserve. However, we
continue to enjoy overwhelming bipartisan
support in the House of Representatives and
are now within a single vote of a bipartisan
majority in the Senate. I am encouraged by
this progress and urge the supporters of a
real Patients’ Bill of Rights to redouble their
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efforts to pass this critically important legisla-
tion.

Statement on Congressional Action
on the “Electronic Signatures in
Global and National Commerce Act”

June 8, 2000

I am pleased that House and Senate con-
ferees have reached bipartisan agreement on
important electronic commerce legislation,
the “Electronic Signatures in Global and
National Commerce Act.” This legislation
will remove legal barriers to doing business
on-line while preserving consumer protec-
tions. Congress should quickly send the bill
to my desk.

E-commerce offers substantial benefits for
businesses and consumers in terms of effi-
ciency, convenience, and lower costs and is
a vital source of dynamism for the American
economy. If we are to achieve the full poten-
tial of electronic business-to-business and
business-to-consumer commerce, however,
some minimal ground rules are necessary.
Business needs legal certainty that a contract
formed and executed on-line will be no less
valid than its pen and ink counterpart. Con-
sumers need confidence that they are as safe
doing business in the electronic world as they
are on paper.

The bipartisan agreement reached by con-
ferees is a responsible and balanced ap-
proach to accomplishing both of these goals.
The legislation would remove barriers to E-
commerce by establishing technology-neu-
tral legal standards for electronic contracts
and signatures. It would ensure that con-
sumer protections on-line will be equivalent
to those in the paper world.

I applaud the leadership of Chairmen
Bliley and McCain who reached across party
lines and built a bipartisan consensus. I am
also grateful to the Democrats who worked
so constructively to reach bipartisan agree-
ment in conference, including Senators Hol-
lings, Leahy, Sarbanes, and Wyden and Con-
gressmen Dingell and Markey.



